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Dr. D-——NY, 
Occaſion'd by an Epiftle to 


luded Mortals, whom the Great 


And, how his Lordſhip was ſo kind, 
How many pleaſant Things he ſpoke, 
And, how you laugh'd at every Joke: 
Swear, he's a moſt facetious Man, 
That you and he are Cup and Cann: 
You Travel with a heavy Load, 

And quite miſtake Preferment's Road. 


Suppoſe my Lord and you alone; 
Hint the leaſt Int'reſt of your own; 
His Viſage drops, he knits his Brow, 
He cannot talk of Bus'neſs now: 
Or, mention but a vacant Poſt, 


He'll turn it off with,, Name your Toaſt. 


Nor could the niceſt Artiſt Paint, 
A Countenance with more Conſtraint. 
A 2 


pil Chuſe for Companions tete d tete, 
Wo at their Dinners, en famille 
Get Leave to ſit whene'er you will; 
Then, boaſting tell us where you din'd, 


For 
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[4] 
For, as their Appetites to quench, 
Lords keep a Pimp to bring a Wench; 


So, Men of Wit are but a kind 


Of Pandars to a vicious Mind, 

Who proper Objects muſt provide 

To gratify their Luſt of Pride, 

When weary'd with Intrigues of State, 
They find an idle Hour to Prate. 

Then, ſhou'd you dare to ask a Place, 
You Forfeit all your Patron's Grace, 

And diſappoint the ſole Deſign, 

For which he ſummon'd you to Dine. 


Thus, Congreve ſpent, in writing Plays, 
And one poor Office, half his Days; 
While Montague, who claim'd the Station 
To be Mecenas of the Nation, 

For Poets open Table kept, 

But ne er conſider'd where they Slept. 
Himſelf, as rich as fifty Fews, 
Was eaſy, though they wanted Shoes; 
And, crazy Congreve ſcarce cou'd ſpare 


A Shilling to diſcharge his Chair, 


Till Prudence taught him to appeal 
From Pæan's Fire to Party Zealz , 
Not owing to his happy Vein 
The Fortunes of his latter Scene, 
Took proper Principles to thrive; 
And fo might ev'ry Dunce alive. 


Thus, Steel who own'd what others writs 
_ flouriſh's by imputed Wit. 
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From Perils of a hundred Jayls, 
W ihre to ſtarve, and dye in Wales. 


Thus Gay, the Hare with many Friends, 
Twice ſev'n long Years the Court attends, 
Who under Tales conveying Truth, 

To Virtue form'd a Princely Youth : 

Who pay'd his Courtſhip with the Croud, 
As far as Modeſt Pride atlow*d, 
Rejects a ſervile Uſher*s Place, 

And leaves St. James's in Diſgrace. 


Thus Addiſon by Lords careſs't 

Was left in Foreign Lands diſtreſs't, 
Forgot at Home, þecame for Hire, 
A tray'lling Tutor to a Squire ; 
But, wiſely left the Muſes Hill, 
To Bus'neſs ſhap'd the Poet's Quill, 
Let all his barren Lawrels fade, 
Took up himſelf the Courtier*'s Trade, 
And, grown a Miniſter of State, 

Saw Poets at his Levee wait. 


Hail! happy Pope, whoſe gen rous Mind, 
Deteſting all the Stateſman Kind, | 


* Contemning Courts, at Courts unſeen, 
Refus'd the Viſits of a 
A Soul with ey'ry Virtue fraught 
By Sages, Prieſts, or Poets taught; 
Whoſe filial Piety excels 
Whatever Greciam Story tells: 


£1 
A Genius for all Stations fit, 

Whoſe meaneſt Talent is his Wit: 

His Heart too Great, though Fortune little, 
To Lick a Raſcal. Stateſman's Spittle; 
Appealing to the Nation's Taſte, 

Above the Reach of Want it plac't: 

By Homer dead was taught to thrive, 
Which Homer never cou'd alive: 

And, ſits aloft on Pindus Head. 

Deſpiſing Slaves that cringe for Bread: 


True Politicians only Pay 


For ſolid Work, but not for Play; 


Nor ever chuſe to Work with Tools 
Forg'd up in Colleges and Schools. 
Conſider how much more 1s due | 
To all their Journey- Men, than you. 
At Table you can Horace quote; Pp 
They at a Pinch can bribe a Vote: 
You ſhew your Skill in Grecian Story, 
But, they can manage Whig and Tory: 
You, as a Critick, are ſo curious 

To find a Verſe in Virgil Spurious; 

But, they can ſmoak the deep Deſigns, 
When Bolingbroke with Pult'ney Dines. 


Beſides; your Patron may upbraid ye 
That you have got a Place already, 
An Office for your Talents fit, 
To Flatter, Carve, and ſhew your Wit; 
To ſauff the Lights, and ſtir the Fire, , 
And get a Dinner for your Hire. 
: What 
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4 
What Claim have you to Place, or Penſion ? 
He overpays in Condeſcenſion. 


But, Rev'rend Doctor, you, we know, 
Cou'd never Condeſcend ſo low; 
The Vice-Roy, whom you now attend, 
Wou'd, if he durſt, be more your Friend; 
Nor will in you thoſe Gifts deſpiſe, 
By which himſelf was taught to riſe : 
When he has Virtue to retire, 
He'll Grieve Me did not raiſe you higher, 
And place you in a better Station, 
Although it might have pleasd the Nation. 


This may be true— ſubmitting ſtill 
ToW--— more than R— Will. 
And what Condition can be worſe ?; 

He comes to drain a Begger's Purſe: 

He comes to {tye our Chains on faſter, 
And ſhew us, E- is our Maſter. 
Careſſing Knaves, and Dunces wooing, 
To make them work their own undoing. 
What has he elſe to bait his Traps, | 
Or bring his Vermin in, but Scraps ? 
The Offals of a Church diſtreſs't, 

A hungry Vicarage at beſt ; | 

Or, ſome remote inferior Poſe, 

With forty Pounds a Year at moſt. 


But, here again you interpoſe; 
Your favourite Lord is none of thoſe, 
Who owe their Virtues to their Stations, 
And Characters to Dedications ; For 


Shou'd ſwear he never meant us ill; 


[8] 
For keep him in, or turn him out; 
His Learning none will call in Doubt; 


- 1 
His Learning, tho a Poet ſaid it 4 
Before a Play, wou'd loſe no Credit: * | 
Nor Pope wou'd dare deny him Wit, 5 


Altho' to praiſe it Philips writ. 

I own, he hates an Action baſe, 

His Virtues battling with his Place; 
Nor wants a nice diſcerning Spirit, 
Betwixt a true and ſpurious Merit; 
Can ſometimes drop a Voter's chin, 
And give up Party to his Fame. 

I do the moſt that Friendſhip can; 
I hate the Vice- Roy, love the Man. 
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But, You, who till your Fortune's made, 
Muſt be a Sweet'ner by your Trade, 


We ſufter fore againſt his Will: 

That, if we could but ſee his Heart, 

He wou'd have choſe a milder Part ; 

We rather ſhould lament his Caſe, « 
Who muſt obey, or Ioſe his Place. 


Since this RefleQtian ſlipt your Pen 
Inſert it when you write agen: | 
And, to illuſtrate it, produce 
This Simile for his Excuſe. 


ce So, to deſtroy a guilty Land, 
ce An Angel ſent by Heav'n's Command, 
ec While he obeys Almighty Will, 42] 
<« Perhaps, may feel Compaſſion ſtil, « And. 


E _ 
25 Apd wiſh the Task had been aſſign'd 
* To Spirits of leſs gentle kind. 


But I, in Politicks grown old, 
Whoſe Thoughts are of a diff®rent Mold, 
Who, from my Soul, ſincerely hate 
Both— and Miniſters of State, 
Who look on Courts with ſtricter Eyes, 
To ſee the Seeds bf Vice ariſe, 
Can lend you an. Alluſion fitter, 
Tho' flatt'ring Knaves may call it bitter: 
Which if you durſt but give it place, 
Would ſhew you many a Srateſman's Face. 
Freſh from the Tripod of Apollo, 
I had it in the Words that follow. 
(Take Notice, to avoid Offence 
I here except His Excellence.) 


So, to effect his M---——-b's Ends, 
From Hella V— DEV'L aſcends, 
His Budget with Corruptions cramm'd, 
The Contributions of the damn'd; 
Which, with unſparing Hand, he ſtrows 
Thro' Courts, and Senates, as he goes; 
And then at Beelzebub's Black- Hall, 
Complains, his Budget was too ſmall 


Your Simile may better ſhine 
In Verſe; but there is Truth in mine. 
For, no imaginable Things 
Can differ more than G OD and \ 
And Stateſmen by ten thouſand odds 
Are ANGELS, juſt as ars GODS. 
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TO His EXCELLENCY | 


| JohN Ld. CARTERET, &c. 
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| Credis o) hoc, me, Paſter, opes ſortaſſe rogare, | 
| Propter quad, vuigus, craſſag; turoa rogat : Ps | 
Mart. Epig. Lib. 97 


A HOU wiſe and learned Ruler of our Iſle; 
W hoſe Guardian Care can all her Griefs 

beguile; | | 
When next your gen'rous Soul ſhall con- 


deſcend, | 
| I' Inſtruct, or entertain your humble Friend, 

if Whether retiring from your weighty Charge, | 

1 On ſome high Theme you learnedly enlarge; 

Of all the ways of Wiſdom reaſon well, 

How Richlieu roſe, and how Sejanus fell, 

Or when your Brow leſs thoughtfully unbends, | 

| Circled with Swift and ſome delighted Friends; | 

| When mixing Mirth and Wiſdom with your Wine, 

1 Like that your Wit ſhall flow, your Genius ſnine, 

Nor with leſs Praiſe the Converſation guide, | 

Than 1n the publick Councils you decide : | 
,* 
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Or when the Dean, long privileg'd to rail, 

Aſſerts his Friend with more impetuous Zeal ; 
You hear, (whilſt Vfit by abaſtrd and mute) 

With ſoft Conceſſions ſhortning the Diſpute ; 
Then cloſe with kind Enquiries of my State, 

© How arey our Tythes? and have they roſe of late? 
Why, Chriſt-Church is a pretty Situation, | 
© There are not many better in the Nation 
This, with your other Things mult yield you clear 
Some fix—at leaſt five hundred Pounds a Year. 


- Suppoſe at ſuch a Time, I took the Freedom, 
To ſpeak theſe Truths, as plainly as you read 'em, 
(You ſhall rejoin, my Lord, when Pye replied, 
And, if you pleaſe, my Lady ſhall decide.) 


My Lord, Pm ſatisfied you meant me well, 
And that 'm thankfu), all the World can tell, 
But you'll forgive me, if | own th' Event 
Is ſhort, is very ſhort of your Intent; 

At leaſt I feel ſome Ills unfelt before, 
My Income leſs, and my Expences more. 


How Doctor! double Vicar ! double Rector! 
A Dignitary ! with a City Lecture | 
What Glebes what Dues — what Tythes— 

what Fines—— what Rent | 
Why Doctor will you never be content? 


Would my good Lord but caſt up the Account, 
And ſee to what my Revenues amount, 
My Titles ample! but my Gains ſo ſmall, 
That one good Vicarage is worth *em all 
And very wretched, ſure, is he, that's double 
In nothing, but his Titles, and his Trouble. 


Add to this crying Grievance, if you pleaſe, Z 


My Horſes founder'd on Fermanagh Ways 3 


Ways of well-polliſh'd, and well-pointed Stone; 
Where every Step endangers every Bone; 


B 2 And 


[ 12 | 


And more to raiſe your Pity, and your Wonder, 
Two Churches—twelve Hibernian Miles aſunder! 
With complicated Cures, I labour hard in, 
Beſides whole Summers abſent from my Garden ! 
But that the World would think I plaid the Fool, 
Yd Change with Charly Grattan for his School— 
What fine Caſcades, what Viſtos might I make, 
Fixt in the Center of th* Jernian Lake ! | 

There might! fail delighted, ſmooth, and ſafe, 
Beneath the Conduct of my good & Sir RALPH: 
There's not a better Steerer in the Realm; 

J hope, my Lord, you'll call him to the Helm — 


Do@or—--a glorious Scheme to eaſe your Grief! 
When Cures are croſs, a ShooPs a ſure Relief. 
You cannot fail of being happy there, 
The Lake will be the Lethe of your Care : 
The Scheme is for your Honour and your Eaſe! 
And Doctor, I'll promote it when you pleaſe. 
Mean while, allowing Things below your Merit, 
Yet Doctor, you've a philoſophick Spirit; 


Vour wants are few, and, like your Income, ſmall, 


And you've enough to gratify *em all : 

You've Trees, and Fruits, and Roots enough in ſtore, 
And what would a Philoſopher have more? 

You cannot wiſh for Coaches, Kitchens, Cooks 


A My Lord, ve not enough to buy me Books 
Or pray, ſuppoſe my Wants were all ſupplied, 
Are there no Wants I ſhonld regard beſide? 
Whoſe Breaſt is ſo unman'd, as not to grieve, 
Compaſs'd with Miſeries he can't relieve ? 

Who can be happy—who would wiſh to live, 
And want the Godlike Happineſs to give? 
(That Fm a Judge of this you mult allow, 

I had it once and am debarr'd it now) 


_* Sir Ralph Gore, . who has a Villa in the Lake of Erin: 
Ask 


— 
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13 Y 
Ask your own Heart, my Lord, if this be true— 
Then how unbleſt am 1! how bleſt are you! 


*Tis true - but, Doctor, let us wave all that 
Say, if you had your Wiſh, what you'd be at: 


Excuſe me, good my Lord—1 won't be ſounded, 
Nor ſhall your Favour by my Wants be bounded. 
My Lord, I challenge nothing as my Due, 

Nor 1s it fit I ſhould preſcribe to You, 

Yet this might * Symmacbus himſelf avow, 
(Whoſe rigid Rules are antiquated now) 

* MyLord, I'd wiſh—to pay the Debts I owe,— 

© I'd wiſh beſides to build and to beſtow. 


* Symmachus Biſhop of Rome A. D. 499 made a Droree, 


: 


- that no Man ſhould ſol icit for Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, befere 


the Death of the Incumbent. 
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An Epiſtle on an Epiſtle, &c. 


— Palatine Cultor facunde Minervæ, 
Ingenio frueris qui propiore Dei. 

Nam tibi naſcentes DOMINT cagnoſcere Curas, 
Et ſecreta DUCIS Pectora noſſe licet. 


— 


Mart. Lib. 5. Ep. 5+ 
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S Jove will not attend on leſs, 


When Things of more Importance preſs, 


You can't, grave Sir, believe it hard, 
That you, .a low Hibernian Bard, 

Shou'd cool your Heels a while, and wait 
Unanſwer'd at your Patron s Gate; 
Andwowd my Lord vouchſafe to grant, 
This one, poor, humble Boon I want, - 
Free Leave to play his Secretary, 
As 1 old King Harry; 

Fd tell of yours in Rhyme and Print: 


Folks ſhrug, and cry, There's nothing in't. 


And after ſeveral Readings over, 
It ſhines moſt in the Marble Cover. 


How cou'd ſo fine a Taſte diſpenſe, 
With mean Degrees of Wit and Senſe ? 
Nor will my Lord ſo far beguile, 

The Wiſe and Learned of our Iſle ; 


To 
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To make it paſs upon the Nation, 
By Dint of his ſole Approbation. 
The Task is Arduous, Patrons find, 
To warp the Senſe of all Mankind: 
Who think your Muſe muſt firſt aſpire; 
Ere he adyance the Doctor higher. 


You've Cauſe to ſay he meant you wells 
That you are thankful, who can tell? = 
For ſtill you're ſhort (which grieves your Spirit 
Of his Intent, you mean, your Merit. 


Ah! Quanto reftius, Tu Adepte, 
Oui nil moliris tam inepte ? 
*Smedley, thou Jonathan of Cloher, 
«© When thou thy humble Lays do'ſt offer, 
© ToG—f—»'s Grace, with grateful Heart ; 
«© Thy Thanks and Verſe, devoid of Art; 
« Content with what his Bounty gave, 
& No larger Income doſt thou Crave. 


But you muſt have Caſcades, and all 
Terna's Lake, for your Canal, 
Your Viſtos, Barges, and (A Pox on 
All Pride) our Speaker for your Coxon + 
It's Pity that he can't beſtow you, 
Twelve Commoners in Caps to Row you. 
Thus Edgar proud, in Days of Yore, 
Held Monarchs labouring at the Oar ; 
And as he paſs'd, fo ſwelFd the Dee 
Inrag'd, as Ern would do at.thee. 


How different is this from Smedley ? 
(His Name is up, he may in Bed lye) 
« Who only asks ſome pretty Cure, 
& In wholeſome Soil, and Ether Pure; 


cc No 


* Vid. Smedley's Petition to his Grace the D==ke of 
S-, 1724. : 
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c The Garden ſtor'd with artlefs Flowers, 
ce In either Angle ſhady Bowers: 
c No gay Parterre with coſtly Green, 
« Muſt in the Ambient Hedge be ſeen; 
ce But Nature freely takes her Courſe, 
«© Nor fears from him ungrateful Force: 
No Sheers to check her ſprouting Vigour, 
* Or ſhape the Jews to Antick Figure. 


But you forſooth, your All muſt ſquander, 
On that poor Spot, calld Del-Ville, yonder : 
And when you've been at vaſt Expences 
In Whims, Parterres, Canals and Fences : 
Your Aſſets fail, and Caſh is wanting 
For farther Buildings, farther Planting. 

No wonder when you raiſe and level, 
Think this Wall low, and that Wall bevel ; 
Here a convenient Box you found, | 
Which you demoliſh'd to the Ground; 
Then Built, then took up with your Arbour, 
And ſet the Houſe to R- pt B—b—r, 
You ſprung an Arch, which in a Scurvy 
Humour, you tumbled Topſy Turvy. 

You change a Circle to a Square, 

Then to a Circle, as you were; 

Who can imagine whence the Fund is, 
That you Quadrata change Rotundis ? 


To Fame a Temple you Erect, 
A Flora does the Dome protect; 
Mounts, Walls, on high; and in a Hollow 
You place the, Muſes and Apollo ; 8 
There ſhining midſt his Train, to Grace 
Your Whimſical, Poetick Place. 


Theſe Stories were, of old, deſign'd, 


As Fables; but you have refin'd 


The Poets Mythologick Dreams, 
1o real Muſes, Gods, and Streams. 
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Who wouv'd not ſwear, when you contrive thus, 
That you're Don Quixote Rediviuus? | 


Beneath a dry Canal there lies, 
Which only Winter's Rain ſupplies. 
Oh! cou'd'ſt thou, by ſome Magick Spell, 
Hither convey St. Patrick's Well ; 
Here may it re-aſſume its Stream, 
And take a Greater Patrick's Name. 


If your Expences riſe ſo high, | 
What Income can your Wants ſupply? 
Yet ſtill you fancy you inherit 
A Fund of ſuch Superior Merit, 

That you can't fail of more Proviſion, 

All by my Lady's kind Deciſion. 

For the more Livings you can fiſh up, 
You think you'll ſooner be a Biſhop : 
That cou'd not be my Lord's Intent, 

Nor can it anſwer in the Event. 

Moſt think what has been heap'd on You, 
To other ſort of Folk was due: 
Rewards too great for your Flim-Flams, 
Epiſtles, Riddles, Epigrams. | 


Tho? now your Depth muſt not be ſounded, 
The Time was, when you'd have compounded 
For leſs than Charly Gratt an's School: 

Five hundred Pound a Year's no Fool. 


Take this Advice then from your Friend, 
To your Ambition put an End. 
Be frugal Patt : pay what you owe, 
Before you Build and you * 


( 18) 
Be Modeſt ; nor Addreſs your Betters 8 
With writing Vain, Familiar Letters. 


* A Paſſage, may be found, l've heard, 
In ſome old Greet or Latin Bard, 
Which ſays, Wou'd Crows in Silence eat 
Their Offals, or their better Meat, 
Their generous Feeders not provoking, 
By loud and unharmonious Croaking : 
They might, unhurt by Envy's Glaws, 
Live on, and Stuff, to boot, their Maws. 


* Vid. Hor. Lib. 1. Ep. 17. 
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PROPOSAL 


For preventing the Children of poor Peo- 
ple in Ireland, from being a Burden 
to their Parents or Country, and for 
making them Beneficial to the Pub. 
tick, 


A 57 57. 


Þ T js a en Object to 
NE thoſe,, who walk through this 
great Town or travel in the 

VAL Y © Country, when they ſee the 
Vice NG Streets, the Roads and Cabbin- 
bos, crowded with Beggers 
of the Female Sex, followed by three, four, 
or ſix Children, all in Rags, and importuning e- 
very 


(20) 

very Paſſenger for an Alms. Theſe Mothers in- 
ſtead af being able to work for their honeſt lively- 
hood, are forced to employ all their time in Stro- 
ling to beg Suſtenance for their helpleſs Infants, 
whoz as they grow up, either turn Thieves for 
want of work, or leave their dear Native Coun- 
try, to fight for the Pretender in Spain, or ſell 
themſelves to the Barbadoes. 

I think it is agreed by all Parties, that this 
prodigious number of Children in the Arms, 
or on the Backs, or at the heels of their Mo- 
thers, and frequently of their Fathers, is in the 
preſent deplorable ſtate of the Kingdom, a very 
great additional grievance ; and therefore who- 
ever could find out a fair, cheap and eaſy method 
of making theſe Children ſound and uſeful Mem- 
bers of the common-wealth' would deferve fo 
well of the publick, as to have his Statue ſet up 
for a preſerver of the Nation. on 

But my lntention is very far from being con- 
fined to provide ouly for the Children of pro- 
feſſed Beggers, it is of a much greater Extent, 


and ſhall take in the whole Number of Infants. 


at a certain Age, who are born of Parents in 
effect as little able to ſupport them, as thoſe 
who demand: our Charity in the Streets. 

As to my own part, having turned my 
Thoughts, for many Years, upon this important 
Subject, and maturely weighed the ſeveral Schemes 
for no Projectors, I have always found them 
groſsly miſtaken in their computation. It is 
true, a Child juſt dropt from it's Dam, may be 
ſupported by her Milk, for a Solar Year with 
little other Nouriſhment, at moſt not * = 

alue 
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Valve of two Shillings, which the Mother may 
certainly get, or the Value in Scraps, by her 
lawful Occupation of Begging ; and it is exa&tly 
at one Year Old that I propoſe to provide for 
them in ſuch a manner, as, inſtead of being a 
Charge upon their Parents, or the Pariſb, or 
wanting Food and Raiment for the reſt of their 
Lives, they ſhall, on the Contrary, contribute 


to the Feeding and partly to the Claathing of 
many Thouſands. 


There is likewiſe another great Advantage in 
my Scheme, that it will prevent thoſe voluntary 
Abortions, and that horrid practice of Women 
mudering their Baſtard Children, alas! too fre- 
quent among us, Sacrificing the poor innocent 
Babes, | doubt, more to avoid the Expence than 
the Shame, which would move Tears and Pity 
in the moſt Savage and inhuman breaſt. 

The number of Souls in this Kingdom being 
uſually reckoned one Million and a half, Of 
theſe I calculate there may be about two hun- 
dred thouſand Couple whoſe Wives are Breed- 
ers; from which number I ſubſtra& thirty Thou- 
fand Couples, who are able to maintain their 
own Children, although I apprehend there can- 
not be ſo many, under the preſent Diſtreſſes of the 
Kingdom; but this being granted, there will re- 
main an hundred ind ſeventy thouſand Breeders. 
L again SubſtraQ fifty Thouſand, for thoſe Wo- 
men who miſcarry, or whoſe Children die by ac- 
cident, or diſeaſe within the Year. There only re- 
main an hundred and twenty thouſand Childrenof 
poor Parents annually born 4 Thequeſtion there- 
fore is, How this number ſhall be reared, and 


provided 
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provided for, which, as I have already ſaid, un- 
der the preſent Situation of Affairs, is utterly 
impoſſible by all the Methods hitherto propoſed ; 
for we can neither employ them in Handicraft 
or Agriculture; we neither build Houſes, (Il mean 
in the Country) nor cultivate Land: They can 
very ſeldom pick up a Livelyhood by Stealing 
till they arrive at fix years Old; except where 
they are of towardly parts; although, | confeſs, 
they learn the Rudiments much earlier ; during 
which time they can however be properly look- 
ed upon only as Probationers ; as I have been in- 
formed by a principal Gentleman in the Coun- 
k ty of Cavan, who proteſted to me, that he ne- 
| ver knew above one or two Inſtances under the 
| Age of ſix, even in a part of the Kingdom 
ſo renowned for the quickeſt proficiency in that 
Art. | 
I am aſſured by our Merchants, that a Boy 
or a Girl before twelve years Old, is no ſaleable 
Commodity, and even when they come to this 
Age, they will not yield above three Pounds, or 
three Pounds and half a Crown at moſt, on the 
Exchange; which cannot turn to Account either 
to the Parents or Kingdom, the Charge of 
Nutriment and Rags having been at leaſt four 
times that Value. 25 
I ſhall now therefore humbly propoſe my own 
Thoughts, which'l hope will not be lyable to the 
leaſt Objection. : | 
I have been aſſured by a very knowing Amexi- a 
can of my acquaintance in, London, that a young 
healthy Child well Nurſed is at a year Old a 


moſt delicious nouriſhing and wholeſome Food, 
whether 
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whether Stewed, ' Roaſted, Baked, or Boiled; and 


I make no doubt that it will equally ſerve in a 
Fricaſie, or a Ragouſt. N 
I do therefore humbly offer it to publick con- 


ſideration, that of the Hundred and twenty thou- 


ſand Children, already computed, twenty thou- 
ſand may be reſerved for Breed, whereof only 
one fourth part to be Males; which is more than 
we allow to Sheep, black Cattle, or Swine, and my 
Reaſon is, that theſe Children. are ſeldom the 
Fruits of Marriage, 4 Circumſtance not much re- 
arded by our Savages, therefore, one Male will 
ſufficient to ſerve four Females. That the 
remaining Hundred thouſand may at a year Old 
be offered in Sale to the Perſons of Quality and 
Fortune, through the Kingdom, always adviſing 
the Mother to let them Suck plentifully in the 
laſt Month, ſo as to render them Plump, and 


Fat for a good Table. A Child will make two 
- Diſhes at an Entertainment for Friends, and 


when the Family dines alone, the fore or hind 
Quarter will make a reaſonable Diſh, and ſea- 
ſoned with a little Pepper or Salt will be very 


good Boiled on the fourth Day, eſpecially in 


„„ 3 A as 
I have reckoned upon a Medium, that a Child 


. juſt born will weigh 12 pounds, and in a ſolar 


Year, if tolerably nurſed, encreaſeth to 28 
- Pounds... 1... :;-- ER 

I grant this food will be ſomewhat dear, and 

therefore yery proper for Landlords, who, as they 


have already devoured moſt of the Parents ſeem 


to have the beſt Title to the Children. 


4 | ' Infant 
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Infant's fleſh will be in Seaſon throughout the 
Year, but more plentiful in March, and a little 
before and after; for we are told by a grave Au- 
thor an eminent French Phyſician, that Fiſh be- 
ing a prolifick Dyet, there are more Children 
born in Roman Catholick Countries about nine 
Months after Lent, than at any other Seaſon ; 
therefore reckoning a Year after Len, the Mar- 


kets will be more glutted than uſual, becauſe the 


Number of Popiſh Infants, is at leaſt three to one 


in this Kingdom, and therefore it will have one 


other Collateral advantage, by leſſening the Num- 
ber of Papiſts among us. 


I have already computed the Charge of nurſing 


a Begger's Child (in which It 1 reckon all Cot- 
tagert, Lahourers, and four fifths of the Farmers) 
to be about two-Shillings per Arnim, Rags in- 
cluded; and I believe no Gentleman would re- 
pine to give Ten Shillings for the Carcaſs of 4 
good fat Child, which, as I have ſaid will make 
ur Diſhes of excellent Nutritive Meat, when 
he hath only ſome particular Friend, or his 
own Family to Dine with him. Thus the 
Squire will learn to be a good Landlord, and 
grow popular among his Tenants, the Mo- 
ther will have Eight Shillings neat profit, and 
be fit for Work till ſhe produces another 
_— 7 . 
T hoſe who are more thrifty (as, I muſt confeſs 
the Times require) may flex the Carcaſs; the 
Skin of which, Artificially drefled; will make 
admirable Gloves for Ladies, and Summer Bovts 
Jor fine Gentlemen. : does, oo 


As 
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As to our City of Dublin, Shambles may be 
appointed for this purpoſe, in the moſt con- 
venient parts of it, and Butchers we may be 
aſſured will not be wanting; although I rather 
recommend buying the Children alive, and. 
dreſſing them hot from the Knife, as we do 
roaſting Pigs. | 
A very worthy Perſon, 4 true Lover of his 
Country, and whoſe Virtues I highly eſteem, was 
lately pleaſed, in diſcourſing on this matter, to 
offer a refinement upon my Scheme. He ſaid, 
that many Gentlemen of this Kingdom, having 
of late deſtroyed their Deer, he conceived that 
the want of Veniſon might be well ſupply'd by 
the Bodies of young Lads and Maidens, not ex- 
ceeding fourteen Years of Age, nor under twelve; 
ſo great a Number of both Sexes in every Coun- 
try being now ready toStarve, for want of Work 
and Seryice : And theſe to bediſpoſed of by their 
Parents if alive, or otherwiſe by their neareſt 
Relations. But with due deference to ſo excel- 
lent a friend, and ſo deſerving a Patriot, I can- 
not be altogether in his Sentiments ; for as to 
the Males, my American acquaintance aſſured me 
from frequent Experience, that their fleſh was ge- 
nerally Tough and Lean, like that of our School- 
boys, by continual exerciſe, and their Taſte diſ- 
agreeable, and to Fatten them would not anſwer 
the Charge. Then as to the Females, it would, 
I think with humble Submiſſion, be 4 loſs to the 
} Publick, becauſe they ſoon would become Breed- 
ers themſelyes : And beſides it is not improba- 
3 dle that ſome ſcrupulous People might be apt 
1 to Cenſure ſuch a Practice, (although indeed ve- 
> ry 


= 9] SWF Wk  - WP 


v'sS Www Fj aww UW ow wW ww N83aq34-3R Ss ” 53 wy 


ww UV LC a 


( 26) 
ry unjuſtly) as a little bordering upon Cruelty» 
which, I confeſs, hath always been with me the 
ſtrongeſt objection againſt any Project, how well 
fo ever intended. 

But in order to juſtify my friend, he confeſſed, 
that this expedient was put into his Head by the 
famous Sallmanaazor, a Native of the Iſland For- 
moſa, who came from thence to London, above 
twenty Years ago, and in Converſation told my 
Friend, that in his Country when any young, 
Perſon happened to be put to Death, the Ex- 
ecutioner ſold the Carcaſs to Perſons of Quality, 
as a prime Dainty, and that, in his Time, the 
Body of a plump Girl of fifteen, who was 
crucifyed for an attempt to Poiſon the Emperor, 
was fold to his Imperial Majeſty's prime Miniſter 


of State, and other great Mandarins of the 
Court, in Joints from the Gibbet, at four hun- 
dred Crowns. Neither indeed can I deny, that 


if the ſame Uſe were made of ſeyeral plump 
young Girls in this Town, who, without one 


ſingle Groat to their Fortunes, cannot ſtir a- | 
broad without a Chair, and appear at a Play- | 


Houſe, and Aſſemblies in Foreign fineries, which 


they never will pay for; the Kingdom would 


not be the worſe. 


Some Perſons of a deſponding Spirit are in 
great concern about that vaſt Number of poor 
People, who are Aged, Diſeaſed, or Maimed, | 
and I have been deſired to imploy my Thoughts 
what Courſe may be taken, to eaſe the Nation 
of ſo grievous an Incumbrance. But I am not 


in the leaſt pain upon that matter, becauſe it 


s very well known, that they are every Day 
: dying, 


q 


179 

dying, and rotting, by cold and famine, and filth, 
2 ns falt as can be reaſonably —— 
ed. And as to the younger Labourers, they 
are now in almoſt as hopeful a Condition. They 
cannot get Work, and conſequently pine away 
for want of Nouriſhment, to a degree, that 
if at any Time they are accidently hired to 
common Labour, they have not ſtrength to 
perform it, and thus the Country and them- 
ſelves are happily delivered from the Evils to 
Come. 

I have too long digreſſed, and therefore ſhall 
return to my Subject, I think the Adyantages by 


the Propoſal which I have made are obvious and 
many, as well as of the higheſt Importance. 


For Firſt, as I have already obſerved, it would 


greatly leſſen the Number of Papiſts, with whom 
; we are Yearly over-run, being the principal 


Breeders of the Nation, as well as our moſt 
dangerous Enemies, and who ſtay at home on 
purpoſe with a Deſign to deliver the Kingdom to 


the Pretender, hoping to take their Advantage by 
the Abſence of ſo many good Proteſtants, who have 
3 choſen rather to leave their Country, than ſtay 


at home, and pay Tithes againſt their Conſci- 
ence, to an Epiſcopal Curate. 

Secondly, The poorer Tenants will have ſome- 
thing valuable of their own which by Law may 


be made lyable to Diſtreſs, and help to pay their 


Landlord's Rent, their Corn and Cattle being 


| already ſeized, and oney 4 Thing unknown. 


Thirdly, Whereas the Maintenance of an hun- 
dred thouſand Children, from two Years old, 


and vpwards, cannot be computed at leſs than 


B 2 Ten 
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Ten Shillings a piece per Annum, the Nation's 
Stock will be thereby encreaſed fifty thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, beſides the Profit of a new 
Diſh, introduced to the Tables of all Gentlemen 
of Fortune in the Kingdom, who have any Re- 
finement in Taſte; and the Money will circulate 
among our Selves, the Goods being entirely of 
our own Growth and Manufacture. | 

Fourthly, The conſtant Breeders, beſides the 
gain of eight Shillings Ster. per Aunum, by the 
Sale of their Children, will be rid of the Charge + 
of maintaining them after the firſt Vear. 

Fifthly, This Food would likewiſe bring great 
Cuſtom to Taverns, where the Vintners will cer⸗ 
tainly be ſo prudent as to procure the beſt Re- 
ceipts for dreſſing it to Perfection; and conſe- 
quently have their Houſes frequented by all the 
fine Gentlemen, who Juſtly value themſelves upon 
their Knowledge in good Eating; and a skillful 
Cook, who underſtands how to oblige his Gueſts, | 
will contrive to make it as expenſive -as they | 
„ Ln $I 

Sixthly, This would be a great Inducement to 
Marriage, which all wiſe Nations have either 
er.couraged by Rewards, or, enforced by Laws 
and Penalties. It would encreaſe the Care and 
Tenderneſs of Mothers towards their Children, 
when they were ſure of a Settlement for Life, 
to the poor Babes, provided in ſome ſort by the 
Publick, to their Annual Profit inſtead of Ex- 
pence ; we ſhould ſoon ſee an honeſt Emulation 
among the married Women, which of them could 
bring the fatteſt Child to the Market. Men would 
become as fond of their Wives, during the Time 


of 
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of their Pregnancy, as they are now of their 
Mares in Foal, their Cows in Calf, or Sows when 
they are ready to farrow, nor offer to beat or 
kick them (as is too frequent a Practice) for 
fear of a Miſcarriage. T 

Many other Adyantages might be enumerated. 
For Inſtance, the Addition of ſome thouſand 
Carcaſſes in our Exportation of Barrell'd Beef: 
The Propagation of Swines Fleſh, and Improve- 


ment in the Art of making good Bacon, ſo much 


wanted among us by the great Deſtruction of 
Pigs, too frequent at our Tables, which are no 
way comparable in Taſte, or. Magnificence to a 
well grown, fat Yearly Child, which roaſted 
whole will make a conſiderable Figure at a Lord 
Mayor's Feaſt, 'or any other Publick Entertain- 
ment. But this, and many others, I omir, being 
ſtudious of Brevity. 5 

Suppoſing that one thouſand Families in this 
City, would be conſtant Cuſtomers for Infants 
Fleſh, beſides others who might have it at mer 
Meetings, particularly at Weddings and Chriſten- 
ings, I compute that Dublin would take off An- 
nually about twenty thouſand Carcaſes, and the 
reſt of the Kingdom (where probably they will 
be ſold ſomewhat cheaper) the remaining eighty 
Thouſand. 

I can think of no one Objection, that will 
poſlibly be raiſed againſt this Propoſal, unleſs it 
ſhould be urged, that the Number of People 
will be thereby much leſſened in the Kingdom. 
This 1 freely own, and *twas indeed one princi- 
pal Deſign in offering it to the World. I de- 
lire the Reader will obſerve, that I calculate 
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my Remedy for this one individual Kingdom of 
IRELAND, and for no Other that ever was, 
is, or, I think, ever can be upon Earth. Therefore 
let no Man talk to me of other Expedients : 
Of taxing our Abſentees at five Shillings a Pound : 
Of uſing neither Cloaths, nor Houſhold Furniture, 
except what is of our own Growth ana Manufacture: 
Of utterly rejetfing the Materials and Inſtruments 
that promote Foreign Luxury: Of curing the Ex- 
penſiveneſs of Pride, Vanity, Idleneſs, and Gaming 
in our Women: Of introducing a Vein of Parcimo- 
ny, Prudence and Temperance : Of learning to love 
our Country, wherein we differ even from L A P- 
LANDERS, and the Inhabitants of T O- 
PINAMBOO:' Of quitting our Animoſities, 
and Fattions, nor act any longer like the Jews, who 
were murdering one another at the very Moment their 
City was taken: Of being 4 little cautious not to ſell 
our Country 'and Conſciences for nothing : Of teach- 
ing Landlords to have at leaſt one Degree of Mercy 
tow-rds their Tenants. ' Laſtly, Of putting 4 Spi- 
rit of Honeſty, Induſtry, and Skill into our Shop- 
keepers,' who, if a Reſeltion could now be taken to 
buy only our Native Goods, would immediately unite 
to cheat and exact upon us in the Price, the Mea- 
ſure, and the Goodneſs, nor could ever yet be brought 
to make one fair Propoſal of juſt Dealing, though 
often and earneſtly invited to it. 
Therefore I repeat, let no Man talk to me 
of theſe and the like Expedients, till he hath at 
leaſt ſome Glimpſe of Hope, that there will e- 
ver be ſome hearty and ſincere Attempt .to put 
them in Practice. N e 
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But as to my ſelf, having been wearied out 
for many Vears with offering vain, idle, viſion- 
ary Thoughts, and at length utterly deſpairing 
of Succeſs, I fortunately fell upon this Propoſal, 
which, as it is wholly gew, ſo it hath ſomethin 
Solid and Real, of no Expence and little Trou- 
ble, full in our own Power, and whereby we 
can incur no Danger in diſobliging ENG LAND. 
For this kind of Commodity will not bear Ex- 
portation, the Fleſh being of too tender a Con- 
ſiſtence, to admit a long Continuance in Salt, 
although perhaps I cou'd name 4 Country, which 
would be glad to eat up our whole Nation without it. 
After all, 1 am not ſo violently bent upon 
my own Opinion, as to reje& any Offer, propo- 
ſed by wiſe Men, which ſhall be found equally 
Innocent, Cheap, Eaſy, and Effectual. But be- 
fore ſomething of that Kind ſhall be advanced 
in Contradiction to my Scheme, and offering a 
better, I deſire the Author or Authors, will be 
pleaſed maturely to conſider two Points. Firſt, 
As Things now ſtand, how they will be able to 
find Food and Raiment for a hundred Thouſand 
uſeleſs Mouths and Backs. And Secondly, There 
being a round Million of Creatures in Humane 
Figure, throughout this Kingdom, whoſe whole 
Subſiſtence put into a common Stock, would 
leave them in Debt two Millions of Pounds Ster. 
adding thoſe, who are Beggers by Profeſſion, to 
the Bulk of Farmers, Cottagers and Labourers, 
with their Wives and Children, who are Beg- 
gers in Effect; 1 deſire thoſe Politicians, who 
dillike my Overture, and may perhaps be fo 
bold to attempt an Anſwer, that they will firſt 
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ask the Parents of theſe Mortals, Whether they 
would not at this Day think it a great Happi- 
neſs to have been ſold for Food at a Year Old, 
in the manner I preſcribe, and thereby have as 
voided ſuch a perpetual Scene of Misfortunes, 
as they have fince gone through, by the Oppreſ- 
ſion of Land- lords, the Impoſſibility of paying 
Rent without Money or Trade, the Want of 
common Suſtenance, with neither Houſe nor 
Cloaths to cover- them from the Inclemencies of 
Weather, and the moſt inevitable Proſpect of 
intailing the like, or greater Miſeries, upon their 
Breed for ever. 

I profeſs in the Sincerity of my Heart, that I 
have not the leaſt Perſonal Intereſt in endea- 
vouring to promote this neceſſary Work, ha- 
ving no other Motive than the Publick Good of 
my Country, by advancing our Trade, providing for 
Infants, relieving the Poor, and giving ſome Plea- 
ſure to the Rich. I have no Children, by which 
{ can propoſe to get a _— Penny ; the 
youngeſt being nine Years Old, and my Wife 
paſt Child-bearing.. 
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